
Investing in 
our Future	

Disgruntled parents and community members made their way to 
the lawn of Parliament house on the 2nd of June to take part in 
the “Greatest Rip-Off Rally”. A number of schools from the Calare 
electorate were represented with the P & C of Tottenham Central 
School featuring on the day. A replica of the Tottenham canteen 
was built on the lawn of parliament to show the outrageous waste 
of tax payer funds. Representatives of Tottenham Central and 
other schools in Calare have spoken recently with the Building the 
Education Revolution taskforce as the scope. The hard campaigning 
by the P & C at Tottenham and the Coalition has forced Labor to 
suspend some payments in Tottenham until a thorough investigation 
can take place.

The Regional Education Fund is designed to bridge the gap that has 
emerged between the education available in cities and in Regional 
Australia.
The program will encourage further training and education for our 
wonderful teachers whilst providing them with the facilities and 
environment they deserve.
The Fund will also support capital investment in Regional Universities 
and that means the students and communities in Calare benefit.
To oversee this new direction the Coalition will appoint a 
Parliamentary Secretary for Regional Education and unlike Labor’s 
supposed regional appointees, the Coalitions representative will live 
outside the capital cities.
The Coalition will also establish a dedicated regional education unit 
in the Department.
The Coalition has a positive message about our education and will 
back this with positive programs,  not break promises and waste 
enormous sums of money.

Tottenham 
comes
to Town

Cobby attending the “Greatest Rip-Off Rally” with Tottenham P & C President 
Rick Bennett, Coalition Leader Tony Abbott and
Shadow Minister for Education Christopher Pyne

The Coalition recently announced they would be investing 
$1 billion into Regional Education if elected to Government 
to deliver the best possible education to our kids. 

ORANGE	 A Newsletter from the Hon. John Cobb MP
Shadow Minister for Agriculture, Food Security, Fisheries and Forestry

Calare - A Great Place to Live

POP QUIZ
ANSWERS

1. Banjo Patterson and Kenneth Slessor. 
2. Eugowra. 3. Parkes. 4. Canowindra. 
5. Columbia HTC. 6. 35 metres. 7. 
Blayney. 8. Hill End. 9. Wollemi. 10. 
Brown and Rainbow Trout.

1.	 Which two Australian poets were 
born in Orange, one who died in 
1941 and one who died in 1971?

2.	 Which town lies half way between 
Cudal and Forbes?

3.	 Charles Sturt University will 
establish a campus in which 
town, 800 klms from Broken Hill, 
after signing a memorandum of 
understanding recently?

4.	 In 1863 Bushrangers took over 
which town for three days forcing 
residents and travellers into an 
Inn?

5.	 Bathurst cyclist Mark Renshaw 
will ride for which team in the 
Tour de France?

6.	 How high is the Shrine of 
Remembrance on Memorial Hill in 
Parkes?

7.	 Millthorpe, Barry and Newbridge 
are all part of which local 
Government area?

8.	 Which Gold Mining town had 28 
recorded pubs in the late 1800s?

9.	 The Wolgan, Colo and Capertee 
Rivers all flow through which 
National Park?

10.	What species of fish are 
commonly caught by anglers at 
Oberon Dam?
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Over the last two years there has been a flood of calls for an upgrade to the air 
ambulance service in the Central West. We have some of the best staff and medical 
professionals in the state but they are being let down by the Labor Government. 
It was back in 2008 that I first called for a Royal Commission into the service. It was 
evident even then that something had to be done.
Since then the Labor party have watched on as the situation became worse.
Only a Labor Minister could argue that accidents only occur during business hours.
Only a Labor Premier could argue that a fixed wing aircraft can cover the workload west 
of the Blue Mountains.
Only a Labor Prime Minister could break a promise to have the health and hospital 
situation fixed by mid 2009, and still sit back and watch as lives are threatened in 
Western New South Wales.
We know that Western New South Wales has a demand as high, or higher than 
Wollongong and higher demand for a 24 hour helicopter than Canberra or Lismore, all 
of which have the service. 
The calls continue to get louder from inside the community and inside the Coalition for 
a full time medical retrieval service and a better equipped helicopter.
I congratulate those organisations that are joining me in putting pressure on the Labor 
Government and encourage all concerned local residents to continue to demand the 
service we deserve.

Cobby Meeting with members of the Forbes progress society at their homes in Forbes. The group has 
joined in efforts to attract better health facilities to the region, like a 24-hour rescue helicopter.

Health and
Helicopter Update



Ben Chifley Dam outside of Bathurst

Despite a good start to the season and the 
rain gauge finally seeing some action, water 
remains our most precious commodity. 
In the area where serious mining and 
agriculture began - every drop counts. 

Our industries need it, our farmers need it 
and our communities need it. 

The last decade has stretched our resources to the absolute limits 
with a large proportion of the electorate now on some form of 
water restriction.

Think Local. Vote National.

Securing our most 
valuable asset

Recently we finally received some news to smile about. Oberon 
will have a storm water harvesting scheme and Bathurst will 
now recycle some of its grey water from the waste treatment 
plant. These are small steps to solving a much larger problem. In 
recent weeks I have toured Calare’s major water catchments and 
have seen first hand just how desperate things are. More needs 
to be done.   
As a party for Regional Australia, The National party leadership 
are aware of how bad things are and how vital it is to act now. 
The Labor party funnel money into urban strongholds to secure 
more seats and Regional citizens have the right to be upset.

Cobby meets with Bob Wilson at the Oberon Dam

Our Plan for
Regional Australia
	1	 Strong Economic Management by paying off 

Labor’s debt, lowering taxes and putting an end to 
Labor’s reckless spending

	2	 A fair share for Regional Australia with 
guaranteed funding for local services and critical 
infrastructure needs

	3	 Real help with the Cost of living with 
downward pressure on interest rates and a stop to 
Labor’s great big ETS and mining taxes

	4	 Strengthening Communities with practical 
help and real respect for families, seniors and young 
Australians

	5	 A Healthier Regional Australia local hospitals 
run by local hospital boards with targeted funding 
and more health professionals

	6	 21st Century Education a $1 billion regional 
education fund to provide access to quality 
education no matter where you live

	7	 Better Communications through access to new 
technology for all Australians

	8	 Secure National Borders by stopping illegal 
immigration and tightening quarantine

	9	 Protecting the Environment direct action on 
climate change and our natural environment

	10	 Securing our Water Supplies balancing 
conservation and community needs with careful 
planning and wise advice

	11	 A Fair Go for Small Business and regional 
tourism to create jobs and regional prosperity

	12	 Expanding the Transport Network with a safe 
and modern transport system that links the nation

	13	 Cleaner Transport Fuels and energy security 
through wider use and biofuels and LPG

	14	 Securing our Food and Fibre Future to grow 
Australia’s economy and feed the world

	15	 A Fair Go for All Australians and a helping 
hand for seniors, carers and the disadvantaged



Investing in 
our Future	

Disgruntled parents and community members made their way to 
the lawn of Parliament house on the 2nd of June to take part in 
the “Greatest Rip-Off Rally”. A number of schools from the Calare 
electorate were represented with the P & C of Tottenham Central 
School featuring on the day. A replica of the Tottenham canteen 
was built on the lawn of parliament to show the outrageous waste 
of tax payer funds. Representatives of Tottenham Central and 
other schools in Calare have spoken recently with the Building the 
Education Revolution taskforce as the scope. The hard campaigning 
by the P & C at Tottenham and the Coalition has forced Labor to 
suspend some payments in Tottenham until a thorough investigation 
can take place.

The Regional Education Fund is designed to bridge the gap that has 
emerged between the education available in cities and in Regional 
Australia.
The program will encourage further training and education for our 
wonderful teachers whilst providing them with the facilities and 
environment they deserve.
The Fund will also support capital investment in Regional Universities 
and that means the students and communities in Calare benefit.
To oversee this new direction the Coalition will appoint a 
Parliamentary Secretary for Regional Education and unlike Labor’s 
supposed regional appointees, the Coalitions representative will live 
outside the capital cities.
The Coalition will also establish a dedicated regional education unit 
in the Department.
The Coalition has a positive message about our education and will 
back this with positive programs,  not break promises and waste 
enormous sums of money.

Tottenham 
comes
to Town

Cobby attending the “Greatest Rip-Off Rally” with Tottenham P & C President 
Rick Bennett, Coalition Leader Tony Abbott and
Shadow Minister for Education Christopher Pyne

The Coalition recently announced they would be investing 
$1 billion into Regional Education if elected to Government 
to deliver the best possible education to our kids. 

Calare - A Great Place to Live

BATHURST	 A Newsletter from the Hon. John Cobb MP
Shadow Minister for Agriculture, Food Security, Fisheries and Forestry

POP QUIZ
ANSWERS

1. Banjo Patterson and Kenneth Slessor. 
2. Eugowra. 3. Parkes. 4. Canowindra. 
5. Columbia HTC. 6. 35 metres. 7. 
Blayney. 8. Hill End. 9. Wollemi. 10. 
Brown and Rainbow Trout.

1.	 Which two Australian poets were 
born in Orange, one who died in 
1941 and one who died in 1971?

2.	 Which town lies half way between 
Cudal and Forbes?

3.	 Charles Sturt University will 
establish a campus in which 
town, 800 klms from Broken Hill, 
after signing a memorandum of 
understanding recently?

4.	 In 1863 Bushrangers took over 
which town for three days forcing 
residents and travellers into an 
Inn?

5.	 Bathurst cyclist Mark Renshaw 
will ride for which team in the 
Tour de France?

6.	 How high is the Shrine of 
Remembrance on Memorial Hill in 
Parkes?

7.	 Millthorpe, Barry and Newbridge 
are all part of which local 
Government area?

8.	 Which Gold Mining town had 28 
recorded pubs in the late 1800s?

9.	 The Wolgan, Colo and Capertee 
Rivers all flow through which 
National Park?

10.	What species of fish are 
commonly caught by anglers at 
Oberon Dam?
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Over the last two years there has been a flood of calls for an upgrade to the air 
ambulance service in the Central West. We have some of the best staff and medical 
professionals in the state but they are being let down by the Labor Government. 
It was back in 2008 that I first called for a Royal Commission into the service. It was 
evident even then that something had to be done.
Since then the Labor party have watched on as the situation became worse.
Only a Labor Minister could argue that accidents only occur during business hours.
Only a Labor Premier could argue that a fixed wing aircraft can cover the workload west 
of the Blue Mountains.
Only a Labor Prime Minister could break a promise to have the health and hospital 
situation fixed by mid 2009, and still sit back and watch as lives are threatened in 
Western New South Wales.
We know that Western New South Wales has a demand as high, or higher than 
Wollongong and higher demand for a 24 hour helicopter than Canberra or Lismore, all 
of which have the service. 
The calls continue to get louder from inside the community and inside the Coalition for 
a full time medical retrieval service and a better equipped helicopter.
I congratulate those organisations that are joining me in putting pressure on the Labor 
Government and encourage all concerned local residents to continue to demand the 
service we deserve.

Cobby Meeting with members of the Forbes progress society at their homes in Forbes. The group has 
joined in efforts to attract better health facilities to the region, like a 24-hour rescue helicopter.

Health and
Helicopter Update



Ben Chifley Dam outside of Bathurst

Despite a good start to the season and the 
rain gauge finally seeing some action, water 
remains our most precious commodity. 
In the area where serious mining and 
agriculture began - every drop counts. 

Our industries need it, our farmers need it 
and our communities need it. 

The last decade has stretched our resources to the absolute limits 
with a large proportion of the electorate now on some form of 
water restriction.

Think Local. Vote National.

Securing our most 
valuable asset

Recently we finally received some news to smile about. Oberon 
will have a storm water harvesting scheme and Bathurst will 
now recycle some of its grey water from the waste treatment 
plant. These are small steps to solving a much larger problem. In 
recent weeks I have toured Calare’s major water catchments and 
have seen first hand just how desperate things are. More needs 
to be done.   
As a party for Regional Australia, The National party leadership 
are aware of how bad things are and how vital it is to act now. 
The Labor party funnel money into urban strongholds to secure 
more seats and Regional citizens have the right to be upset.

Cobby meets with Bob Wilson at the Oberon Dam

Our Plan for
Regional Australia
	1	 Strong Economic Management by paying off 

Labor’s debt, lowering taxes and putting an end to 
Labor’s reckless spending

	2	 A fair share for Regional Australia with 
guaranteed funding for local services and critical 
infrastructure needs

	3	 Real help with the Cost of living with 
downward pressure on interest rates and a stop to 
Labor’s great big ETS and mining taxes

	4	 Strengthening Communities with practical 
help and real respect for families, seniors and young 
Australians

	5	 A Healthier Regional Australia local hospitals 
run by local hospital boards with targeted funding 
and more health professionals

	6	 21st Century Education a $1 billion regional 
education fund to provide access to quality 
education no matter where you live

	7	 Better Communications through access to new 
technology for all Australians

	8	 Secure National Borders by stopping illegal 
immigration and tightening quarantine

	9	 Protecting the Environment direct action on 
climate change and our natural environment

	10	 Securing our Water Supplies balancing 
conservation and community needs with careful 
planning and wise advice

	11	 A Fair Go for Small Business and regional 
tourism to create jobs and regional prosperity

	12	 Expanding the Transport Network with a safe 
and modern transport system that links the nation

	13	 Cleaner Transport Fuels and energy security 
through wider use and biofuels and LPG

	14	 Securing our Food and Fibre Future to grow 
Australia’s economy and feed the world

	15	 A Fair Go for All Australians and a helping 
hand for seniors, carers and the disadvantaged



Investing in 
our Future	

Disgruntled parents and community members made their way to 
the lawn of Parliament house on the 2nd of June to take part in 
the “Greatest Rip-Off Rally”. A number of schools from the Calare 
electorate were represented with the P & C of Tottenham Central 
School featuring on the day. A replica of the Tottenham canteen 
was built on the lawn of parliament to show the outrageous waste 
of tax payer funds. Representatives of Tottenham Central and 
other schools in Calare have spoken recently with the Building the 
Education Revolution taskforce as the scope. The hard campaigning 
by the P & C at Tottenham and the Coalition has forced Labor to 
suspend some payments in Tottenham until a thorough investigation 
can take place.

The Regional Education Fund is designed to bridge the gap that has 
emerged between the education available in cities and in Regional 
Australia.
The program will encourage further training and education for our 
wonderful teachers whilst providing them with the facilities and 
environment they deserve.
The Fund will also support capital investment in Regional Universities 
and that means the students and communities in Calare benefit.
To oversee this new direction the Coalition will appoint a 
Parliamentary Secretary for Regional Education and unlike Labor’s 
supposed regional appointees, the Coalitions representative will live 
outside the capital cities.
The Coalition will also establish a dedicated regional education unit 
in the Department.
The Coalition has a positive message about our education and will 
back this with positive programs,  not break promises and waste 
enormous sums of money.

Tottenham 
comes
to Town

Cobby attending the “Greatest Rip-Off Rally” with Tottenham P & C President 
Rick Bennett, Coalition Leader Tony Abbott and
Shadow Minister for Education Christopher Pyne

The Coalition recently announced they would be investing 
$1 billion into Regional Education if elected to Government 
to deliver the best possible education to our kids. 

Calare - A Great Place to Live

BLAYNEY	 A Newsletter from the Hon. John Cobb MP
Shadow Minister for Agriculture, Food Security, Fisheries and Forestry

POP QUIZ
ANSWERS

1. Banjo Patterson and Kenneth Slessor. 
2. Eugowra. 3. Parkes. 4. Canowindra. 
5. Columbia HTC. 6. 35 metres. 7. 
Blayney. 8. Hill End. 9. Wollemi. 10. 
Brown and Rainbow Trout.

1.	 Which two Australian poets were 
born in Orange, one who died in 
1941 and one who died in 1971?

2.	 Which town lies half way between 
Cudal and Forbes?

3.	 Charles Sturt University will 
establish a campus in which 
town, 800 klms from Broken Hill, 
after signing a memorandum of 
understanding recently?

4.	 In 1863 Bushrangers took over 
which town for three days forcing 
residents and travellers into an 
Inn?

5.	 Bathurst cyclist Mark Renshaw 
will ride for which team in the 
Tour de France?

6.	 How high is the Shrine of 
Remembrance on Memorial Hill in 
Parkes?

7.	 Millthorpe, Barry and Newbridge 
are all part of which local 
Government area?

8.	 Which Gold Mining town had 28 
recorded pubs in the late 1800s?

9.	 The Wolgan, Colo and Capertee 
Rivers all flow through which 
National Park?

10.	What species of fish are 
commonly caught by anglers at 
Oberon Dam?
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Over the last two years there has been a flood of calls for an upgrade to the air 
ambulance service in the Central West. We have some of the best staff and medical 
professionals in the state but they are being let down by the Labor Government. 
It was back in 2008 that I first called for a Royal Commission into the service. It was 
evident even then that something had to be done.
Since then the Labor party have watched on as the situation became worse.
Only a Labor Minister could argue that accidents only occur during business hours.
Only a Labor Premier could argue that a fixed wing aircraft can cover the workload west 
of the Blue Mountains.
Only a Labor Prime Minister could break a promise to have the health and hospital 
situation fixed by mid 2009, and still sit back and watch as lives are threatened in 
Western New South Wales.
We know that Western New South Wales has a demand as high, or higher than 
Wollongong and higher demand for a 24 hour helicopter than Canberra or Lismore, all 
of which have the service. 
The calls continue to get louder from inside the community and inside the Coalition for 
a full time medical retrieval service and a better equipped helicopter.
I congratulate those organisations that are joining me in putting pressure on the Labor 
Government and encourage all concerned local residents to continue to demand the 
service we deserve.

Cobby Meeting with members of the Forbes progress society at their homes in Forbes. The group has 
joined in efforts to attract better health facilities to the region, like a 24-hour rescue helicopter.

Health and
Helicopter Update



Ben Chifley Dam outside of Bathurst

Despite a good start to the season and the 
rain gauge finally seeing some action, water 
remains our most precious commodity. 
In the area where serious mining and 
agriculture began - every drop counts. 

Our industries need it, our farmers need it 
and our communities need it. 

The last decade has stretched our resources to the absolute limits 
with a large proportion of the electorate now on some form of 
water restriction.

Think Local. Vote National.

Securing our most 
valuable asset

Recently we finally received some news to smile about. Oberon 
will have a storm water harvesting scheme and Bathurst will 
now recycle some of its grey water from the waste treatment 
plant. These are small steps to solving a much larger problem. In 
recent weeks I have toured Calare’s major water catchments and 
have seen first hand just how desperate things are. More needs 
to be done.   
As a party for Regional Australia, The National party leadership 
are aware of how bad things are and how vital it is to act now. 
The Labor party funnel money into urban strongholds to secure 
more seats and Regional citizens have the right to be upset.

Cobby meets with Bob Wilson at the Oberon Dam

Our Plan for
Regional Australia
	1	 Strong Economic Management by paying off 

Labor’s debt, lowering taxes and putting an end to 
Labor’s reckless spending

	2	 A fair share for Regional Australia with 
guaranteed funding for local services and critical 
infrastructure needs

	3	 Real help with the Cost of living with 
downward pressure on interest rates and a stop to 
Labor’s great big ETS and mining taxes

	4	 Strengthening Communities with practical 
help and real respect for families, seniors and young 
Australians

	5	 A Healthier Regional Australia local hospitals 
run by local hospital boards with targeted funding 
and more health professionals

	6	 21st Century Education a $1 billion regional 
education fund to provide access to quality 
education no matter where you live

	7	 Better Communications through access to new 
technology for all Australians

	8	 Secure National Borders by stopping illegal 
immigration and tightening quarantine

	9	 Protecting the Environment direct action on 
climate change and our natural environment

	10	 Securing our Water Supplies balancing 
conservation and community needs with careful 
planning and wise advice

	11	 A Fair Go for Small Business and regional 
tourism to create jobs and regional prosperity

	12	 Expanding the Transport Network with a safe 
and modern transport system that links the nation

	13	 Cleaner Transport Fuels and energy security 
through wider use and biofuels and LPG

	14	 Securing our Food and Fibre Future to grow 
Australia’s economy and feed the world

	15	 A Fair Go for All Australians and a helping 
hand for seniors, carers and the disadvantaged



Investing in 
our Future	

Disgruntled parents and community members made their way to 
the lawn of Parliament house on the 2nd of June to take part in 
the “Greatest Rip-Off Rally”. A number of schools from the Calare 
electorate were represented with the P & C of Tottenham Central 
School featuring on the day. A replica of the Tottenham canteen 
was built on the lawn of parliament to show the outrageous waste 
of tax payer funds. Representatives of Tottenham Central and 
other schools in Calare have spoken recently with the Building the 
Education Revolution taskforce as the scope. The hard campaigning 
by the P & C at Tottenham and the Coalition has forced Labor to 
suspend some payments in Tottenham until a thorough investigation 
can take place.

The Regional Education Fund is designed to bridge the gap that has 
emerged between the education available in cities and in Regional 
Australia.
The program will encourage further training and education for our 
wonderful teachers whilst providing them with the facilities and 
environment they deserve.
The Fund will also support capital investment in Regional Universities 
and that means the students and communities in Calare benefit.
To oversee this new direction the Coalition will appoint a 
Parliamentary Secretary for Regional Education and unlike Labor’s 
supposed regional appointees, the Coalitions representative will live 
outside the capital cities.
The Coalition will also establish a dedicated regional education unit 
in the Department.
The Coalition has a positive message about our education and will 
back this with positive programs,  not break promises and waste 
enormous sums of money.

Tottenham 
comes
to Town

Cobby attending the “Greatest Rip-Off Rally” with Tottenham P & C President 
Rick Bennett, Coalition Leader Tony Abbott and
Shadow Minister for Education Christopher Pyne

The Coalition recently announced they would be investing 
$1 billion into Regional Education if elected to Government 
to deliver the best possible education to our kids. 

Calare - A Great Place to Live

CABONNE	 A Newsletter from the Hon. John Cobb MP
Shadow Minister for Agriculture, Food Security, Fisheries and Forestry

POP QUIZ
ANSWERS

1. Banjo Patterson and Kenneth Slessor. 
2. Eugowra. 3. Parkes. 4. Canowindra. 
5. Columbia HTC. 6. 35 metres. 7. 
Blayney. 8. Hill End. 9. Wollemi. 10. 
Brown and Rainbow Trout.

1.	 Which two Australian poets were 
born in Orange, one who died in 
1941 and one who died in 1971?

2.	 Which town lies half way between 
Cudal and Forbes?

3.	 Charles Sturt University will 
establish a campus in which 
town, 800 klms from Broken Hill, 
after signing a memorandum of 
understanding recently?

4.	 In 1863 Bushrangers took over 
which town for three days forcing 
residents and travellers into an 
Inn?

5.	 Bathurst cyclist Mark Renshaw 
will ride for which team in the 
Tour de France?

6.	 How high is the Shrine of 
Remembrance on Memorial Hill in 
Parkes?

7.	 Millthorpe, Barry and Newbridge 
are all part of which local 
Government area?

8.	 Which Gold Mining town had 28 
recorded pubs in the late 1800s?

9.	 The Wolgan, Colo and Capertee 
Rivers all flow through which 
National Park?

10.	What species of fish are 
commonly caught by anglers at 
Oberon Dam?
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Over the last two years there has been a flood of calls for an upgrade to the air 
ambulance service in the Central West. We have some of the best staff and medical 
professionals in the state but they are being let down by the Labor Government. 
It was back in 2008 that I first called for a Royal Commission into the service. It was 
evident even then that something had to be done.
Since then the Labor party have watched on as the situation became worse.
Only a Labor Minister could argue that accidents only occur during business hours.
Only a Labor Premier could argue that a fixed wing aircraft can cover the workload west 
of the Blue Mountains.
Only a Labor Prime Minister could break a promise to have the health and hospital 
situation fixed by mid 2009, and still sit back and watch as lives are threatened in 
Western New South Wales.
We know that Western New South Wales has a demand as high, or higher than 
Wollongong and higher demand for a 24 hour helicopter than Canberra or Lismore, all 
of which have the service. 
The calls continue to get louder from inside the community and inside the Coalition for 
a full time medical retrieval service and a better equipped helicopter.
I congratulate those organisations that are joining me in putting pressure on the Labor 
Government and encourage all concerned local residents to continue to demand the 
service we deserve.

Cobby Meeting with members of the Forbes progress society at their homes in Forbes. The group has 
joined in efforts to attract better health facilities to the region, like a 24-hour rescue helicopter.

Health and
Helicopter Update



Ben Chifley Dam outside of Bathurst

Despite a good start to the season and the 
rain gauge finally seeing some action, water 
remains our most precious commodity. 
In the area where serious mining and 
agriculture began - every drop counts. 

Our industries need it, our farmers need it 
and our communities need it. 

The last decade has stretched our resources to the absolute limits 
with a large proportion of the electorate now on some form of 
water restriction.

Think Local. Vote National.

Securing our most 
valuable asset

Recently we finally received some news to smile about. Oberon 
will have a storm water harvesting scheme and Bathurst will 
now recycle some of its grey water from the waste treatment 
plant. These are small steps to solving a much larger problem. In 
recent weeks I have toured Calare’s major water catchments and 
have seen first hand just how desperate things are. More needs 
to be done.   
As a party for Regional Australia, The National party leadership 
are aware of how bad things are and how vital it is to act now. 
The Labor party funnel money into urban strongholds to secure 
more seats and Regional citizens have the right to be upset.

Cobby meets with Bob Wilson at the Oberon Dam

Our Plan for
Regional Australia
	1	 Strong Economic Management by paying off 

Labor’s debt, lowering taxes and putting an end to 
Labor’s reckless spending

	2	 A fair share for Regional Australia with 
guaranteed funding for local services and critical 
infrastructure needs

	3	 Real help with the Cost of living with 
downward pressure on interest rates and a stop to 
Labor’s great big ETS and mining taxes

	4	 Strengthening Communities with practical 
help and real respect for families, seniors and young 
Australians

	5	 A Healthier Regional Australia local hospitals 
run by local hospital boards with targeted funding 
and more health professionals

	6	 21st Century Education a $1 billion regional 
education fund to provide access to quality 
education no matter where you live

	7	 Better Communications through access to new 
technology for all Australians

	8	 Secure National Borders by stopping illegal 
immigration and tightening quarantine

	9	 Protecting the Environment direct action on 
climate change and our natural environment

	10	 Securing our Water Supplies balancing 
conservation and community needs with careful 
planning and wise advice

	11	 A Fair Go for Small Business and regional 
tourism to create jobs and regional prosperity

	12	 Expanding the Transport Network with a safe 
and modern transport system that links the nation

	13	 Cleaner Transport Fuels and energy security 
through wider use and biofuels and LPG

	14	 Securing our Food and Fibre Future to grow 
Australia’s economy and feed the world

	15	 A Fair Go for All Australians and a helping 
hand for seniors, carers and the disadvantaged



Investing in 
our Future	

Disgruntled parents and community members made their way to 
the lawn of Parliament house on the 2nd of June to take part in 
the “Greatest Rip-Off Rally”. A number of schools from the Calare 
electorate were represented with the P & C of Tottenham Central 
School featuring on the day. A replica of the Tottenham canteen 
was built on the lawn of parliament to show the outrageous waste 
of tax payer funds. Representatives of Tottenham Central and 
other schools in Calare have spoken recently with the Building the 
Education Revolution taskforce as the scope. The hard campaigning 
by the P & C at Tottenham and the Coalition has forced Labor to 
suspend some payments in Tottenham until a thorough investigation 
can take place.

The Regional Education Fund is designed to bridge the gap that has 
emerged between the education available in cities and in Regional 
Australia.
The program will encourage further training and education for our 
wonderful teachers whilst providing them with the facilities and 
environment they deserve.
The Fund will also support capital investment in Regional Universities 
and that means the students and communities in Calare benefit.
To oversee this new direction the Coalition will appoint a 
Parliamentary Secretary for Regional Education and unlike Labor’s 
supposed regional appointees, the Coalitions representative will live 
outside the capital cities.
The Coalition will also establish a dedicated regional education unit 
in the Department.
The Coalition has a positive message about our education and will 
back this with positive programs,  not break promises and waste 
enormous sums of money.

Tottenham 
comes
to Town

Cobby attending the “Greatest Rip-Off Rally” with Tottenham P & C President 
Rick Bennett, Coalition Leader Tony Abbott and
Shadow Minister for Education Christopher Pyne

The Coalition recently announced they would be investing 
$1 billion into Regional Education if elected to Government 
to deliver the best possible education to our kids. 

Calare - A Great Place to Live

FORBES	 A Newsletter from the Hon. John Cobb MP
Shadow Minister for Agriculture, Food Security, Fisheries and Forestry

POP QUIZ
ANSWERS

1. Banjo Patterson and Kenneth Slessor. 
2. Eugowra. 3. Parkes. 4. Canowindra. 
5. Columbia HTC. 6. 35 metres. 7. 
Blayney. 8. Hill End. 9. Wollemi. 10. 
Brown and Rainbow Trout.

1.	 Which two Australian poets were 
born in Orange, one who died in 
1941 and one who died in 1971?

2.	 Which town lies half way between 
Cudal and Forbes?

3.	 Charles Sturt University will 
establish a campus in which 
town, 800 klms from Broken Hill, 
after signing a memorandum of 
understanding recently?

4.	 In 1863 Bushrangers took over 
which town for three days forcing 
residents and travellers into an 
Inn?

5.	 Bathurst cyclist Mark Renshaw 
will ride for which team in the 
Tour de France?

6.	 How high is the Shrine of 
Remembrance on Memorial Hill in 
Parkes?

7.	 Millthorpe, Barry and Newbridge 
are all part of which local 
Government area?

8.	 Which Gold Mining town had 28 
recorded pubs in the late 1800s?

9.	 The Wolgan, Colo and Capertee 
Rivers all flow through which 
National Park?

10.	What species of fish are 
commonly caught by anglers at 
Oberon Dam?
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Over the last two years there has been a flood of calls for an upgrade to the air 
ambulance service in the Central West. We have some of the best staff and medical 
professionals in the state but they are being let down by the Labor Government. 
It was back in 2008 that I first called for a Royal Commission into the service. It was 
evident even then that something had to be done.
Since then the Labor party have watched on as the situation became worse.
Only a Labor Minister could argue that accidents only occur during business hours.
Only a Labor Premier could argue that a fixed wing aircraft can cover the workload west 
of the Blue Mountains.
Only a Labor Prime Minister could break a promise to have the health and hospital 
situation fixed by mid 2009, and still sit back and watch as lives are threatened in 
Western New South Wales.
We know that Western New South Wales has a demand as high, or higher than 
Wollongong and higher demand for a 24 hour helicopter than Canberra or Lismore, all 
of which have the service. 
The calls continue to get louder from inside the community and inside the Coalition for 
a full time medical retrieval service and a better equipped helicopter.
I congratulate those organisations that are joining me in putting pressure on the Labor 
Government and encourage all concerned local residents to continue to demand the 
service we deserve.

Cobby Meeting with members of the Forbes progress society at their homes in Forbes. The group has 
joined in efforts to attract better health facilities to the region, like a 24-hour rescue helicopter.

Health and
Helicopter Update



Ben Chifley Dam outside of Bathurst

Despite a good start to the season and the 
rain gauge finally seeing some action, water 
remains our most precious commodity. 
In the area where serious mining and 
agriculture began - every drop counts. 

Our industries need it, our farmers need it 
and our communities need it. 

The last decade has stretched our resources to the absolute limits 
with a large proportion of the electorate now on some form of 
water restriction.

Think Local. Vote National.

Securing our most 
valuable asset

Recently we finally received some news to smile about. Oberon 
will have a storm water harvesting scheme and Bathurst will 
now recycle some of its grey water from the waste treatment 
plant. These are small steps to solving a much larger problem. In 
recent weeks I have toured Calare’s major water catchments and 
have seen first hand just how desperate things are. More needs 
to be done.   
As a party for Regional Australia, The National party leadership 
are aware of how bad things are and how vital it is to act now. 
The Labor party funnel money into urban strongholds to secure 
more seats and Regional citizens have the right to be upset.

Cobby meets with Bob Wilson at the Oberon Dam

Our Plan for
Regional Australia
	1	 Strong Economic Management by paying off 

Labor’s debt, lowering taxes and putting an end to 
Labor’s reckless spending

	2	 A fair share for Regional Australia with 
guaranteed funding for local services and critical 
infrastructure needs

	3	 Real help with the Cost of living with 
downward pressure on interest rates and a stop to 
Labor’s great big ETS and mining taxes

	4	 Strengthening Communities with practical 
help and real respect for families, seniors and young 
Australians

	5	 A Healthier Regional Australia local hospitals 
run by local hospital boards with targeted funding 
and more health professionals

	6	 21st Century Education a $1 billion regional 
education fund to provide access to quality 
education no matter where you live

	7	 Better Communications through access to new 
technology for all Australians

	8	 Secure National Borders by stopping illegal 
immigration and tightening quarantine

	9	 Protecting the Environment direct action on 
climate change and our natural environment

	10	 Securing our Water Supplies balancing 
conservation and community needs with careful 
planning and wise advice

	11	 A Fair Go for Small Business and regional 
tourism to create jobs and regional prosperity

	12	 Expanding the Transport Network with a safe 
and modern transport system that links the nation

	13	 Cleaner Transport Fuels and energy security 
through wider use and biofuels and LPG

	14	 Securing our Food and Fibre Future to grow 
Australia’s economy and feed the world

	15	 A Fair Go for All Australians and a helping 
hand for seniors, carers and the disadvantaged



Investing in 
our Future	

Disgruntled parents and community members made their way to 
the lawn of Parliament house on the 2nd of June to take part in 
the “Greatest Rip-Off Rally”. A number of schools from the Calare 
electorate were represented with the P & C of Tottenham Central 
School featuring on the day. A replica of the Tottenham canteen 
was built on the lawn of parliament to show the outrageous waste 
of tax payer funds. Representatives of Tottenham Central and 
other schools in Calare have spoken recently with the Building the 
Education Revolution taskforce as the scope. The hard campaigning 
by the P & C at Tottenham and the Coalition has forced Labor to 
suspend some payments in Tottenham until a thorough investigation 
can take place.

The Regional Education Fund is designed to bridge the gap that has 
emerged between the education available in cities and in Regional 
Australia.
The program will encourage further training and education for our 
wonderful teachers whilst providing them with the facilities and 
environment they deserve.
The Fund will also support capital investment in Regional Universities 
and that means the students and communities in Calare benefit.
To oversee this new direction the Coalition will appoint a 
Parliamentary Secretary for Regional Education and unlike Labor’s 
supposed regional appointees, the Coalitions representative will live 
outside the capital cities.
The Coalition will also establish a dedicated regional education unit 
in the Department.
The Coalition has a positive message about our education and will 
back this with positive programs,  not break promises and waste 
enormous sums of money.

Tottenham 
comes
to Town

Cobby attending the “Greatest Rip-Off Rally” with Tottenham P & C President 
Rick Bennett, Coalition Leader Tony Abbott and
Shadow Minister for Education Christopher Pyne

The Coalition recently announced they would be investing 
$1 billion into Regional Education if elected to Government 
to deliver the best possible education to our kids. 

Calare - A Great Place to Live

LITHGOW	 A Newsletter from the Hon. John Cobb MP
Shadow Minister for Agriculture, Food Security, Fisheries and Forestry

POP QUIZ
ANSWERS

1. Banjo Patterson and Kenneth Slessor. 
2. Eugowra. 3. Parkes. 4. Canowindra. 
5. Columbia HTC. 6. 35 metres. 7. 
Blayney. 8. Hill End. 9. Wollemi. 10. 
Brown and Rainbow Trout.

1.	 Which two Australian poets were 
born in Orange, one who died in 
1941 and one who died in 1971?

2.	 Which town lies half way between 
Cudal and Forbes?

3.	 Charles Sturt University will 
establish a campus in which 
town, 800 klms from Broken Hill, 
after signing a memorandum of 
understanding recently?

4.	 In 1863 Bushrangers took over 
which town for three days forcing 
residents and travellers into an 
Inn?

5.	 Bathurst cyclist Mark Renshaw 
will ride for which team in the 
Tour de France?

6.	 How high is the Shrine of 
Remembrance on Memorial Hill in 
Parkes?

7.	 Millthorpe, Barry and Newbridge 
are all part of which local 
Government area?

8.	 Which Gold Mining town had 28 
recorded pubs in the late 1800s?

9.	 The Wolgan, Colo and Capertee 
Rivers all flow through which 
National Park?

10.	What species of fish are 
commonly caught by anglers at 
Oberon Dam?
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Over the last two years there has been a flood of calls for an upgrade to the air 
ambulance service in the Central West. We have some of the best staff and medical 
professionals in the state but they are being let down by the Labor Government. 
It was back in 2008 that I first called for a Royal Commission into the service. It was 
evident even then that something had to be done.
Since then the Labor party have watched on as the situation became worse.
Only a Labor Minister could argue that accidents only occur during business hours.
Only a Labor Premier could argue that a fixed wing aircraft can cover the workload west 
of the Blue Mountains.
Only a Labor Prime Minister could break a promise to have the health and hospital 
situation fixed by mid 2009, and still sit back and watch as lives are threatened in 
Western New South Wales.
We know that Western New South Wales has a demand as high, or higher than 
Wollongong and higher demand for a 24 hour helicopter than Canberra or Lismore, all 
of which have the service. 
The calls continue to get louder from inside the community and inside the Coalition for 
a full time medical retrieval service and a better equipped helicopter.
I congratulate those organisations that are joining me in putting pressure on the Labor 
Government and encourage all concerned local residents to continue to demand the 
service we deserve.

Cobby Meeting with members of the Forbes progress society at their homes in Forbes. The group has 
joined in efforts to attract better health facilities to the region, like a 24-hour rescue helicopter.

Health and
Helicopter Update



Ben Chifley Dam outside of Bathurst

Despite a good start to the season and the 
rain gauge finally seeing some action, water 
remains our most precious commodity. 
In the area where serious mining and 
agriculture began - every drop counts. 

Our industries need it, our farmers need it 
and our communities need it. 

The last decade has stretched our resources to the absolute limits 
with a large proportion of the electorate now on some form of 
water restriction.

Think Local. Vote National.

Securing our most 
valuable asset

Recently we finally received some news to smile about. Oberon 
will have a storm water harvesting scheme and Bathurst will 
now recycle some of its grey water from the waste treatment 
plant. These are small steps to solving a much larger problem. In 
recent weeks I have toured Calare’s major water catchments and 
have seen first hand just how desperate things are. More needs 
to be done.   
As a party for Regional Australia, The National party leadership 
are aware of how bad things are and how vital it is to act now. 
The Labor party funnel money into urban strongholds to secure 
more seats and Regional citizens have the right to be upset.

Cobby meets with Bob Wilson at the Oberon Dam

Our Plan for
Regional Australia
	1	 Strong Economic Management by paying off 

Labor’s debt, lowering taxes and putting an end to 
Labor’s reckless spending

	2	 A fair share for Regional Australia with 
guaranteed funding for local services and critical 
infrastructure needs

	3	 Real help with the Cost of living with 
downward pressure on interest rates and a stop to 
Labor’s great big ETS and mining taxes

	4	 Strengthening Communities with practical 
help and real respect for families, seniors and young 
Australians

	5	 A Healthier Regional Australia local hospitals 
run by local hospital boards with targeted funding 
and more health professionals

	6	 21st Century Education a $1 billion regional 
education fund to provide access to quality 
education no matter where you live

	7	 Better Communications through access to new 
technology for all Australians

	8	 Secure National Borders by stopping illegal 
immigration and tightening quarantine

	9	 Protecting the Environment direct action on 
climate change and our natural environment

	10	 Securing our Water Supplies balancing 
conservation and community needs with careful 
planning and wise advice

	11	 A Fair Go for Small Business and regional 
tourism to create jobs and regional prosperity

	12	 Expanding the Transport Network with a safe 
and modern transport system that links the nation

	13	 Cleaner Transport Fuels and energy security 
through wider use and biofuels and LPG

	14	 Securing our Food and Fibre Future to grow 
Australia’s economy and feed the world

	15	 A Fair Go for All Australians and a helping 
hand for seniors, carers and the disadvantaged



Investing in 
our Future	

Disgruntled parents and community members made their way to 
the lawn of Parliament house on the 2nd of June to take part in 
the “Greatest Rip-Off Rally”. A number of schools from the Calare 
electorate were represented with the P & C of Tottenham Central 
School featuring on the day. A replica of the Tottenham canteen 
was built on the lawn of parliament to show the outrageous waste 
of tax payer funds. Representatives of Tottenham Central and 
other schools in Calare have spoken recently with the Building the 
Education Revolution taskforce as the scope. The hard campaigning 
by the P & C at Tottenham and the Coalition has forced Labor to 
suspend some payments in Tottenham until a thorough investigation 
can take place.

The Regional Education Fund is designed to bridge the gap that has 
emerged between the education available in cities and in Regional 
Australia.
The program will encourage further training and education for our 
wonderful teachers whilst providing them with the facilities and 
environment they deserve.
The Fund will also support capital investment in Regional Universities 
and that means the students and communities in Calare benefit.
To oversee this new direction the Coalition will appoint a 
Parliamentary Secretary for Regional Education and unlike Labor’s 
supposed regional appointees, the Coalitions representative will live 
outside the capital cities.
The Coalition will also establish a dedicated regional education unit 
in the Department.
The Coalition has a positive message about our education and will 
back this with positive programs,  not break promises and waste 
enormous sums of money.

Tottenham 
comes
to Town

Cobby attending the “Greatest Rip-Off Rally” with Tottenham P & C President 
Rick Bennett, Coalition Leader Tony Abbott and
Shadow Minister for Education Christopher Pyne

The Coalition recently announced they would be investing 
$1 billion into Regional Education if elected to Government 
to deliver the best possible education to our kids. 

Calare - A Great Place to Live

OBERON	 A Newsletter from the Hon. John Cobb MP
Shadow Minister for Agriculture, Food Security, Fisheries and Forestry

POP QUIZ
ANSWERS

1. Banjo Patterson and Kenneth Slessor. 
2. Eugowra. 3. Parkes. 4. Canowindra. 
5. Columbia HTC. 6. 35 metres. 7. 
Blayney. 8. Hill End. 9. Wollemi. 10. 
Brown and Rainbow Trout.

1.	 Which two Australian poets were 
born in Orange, one who died in 
1941 and one who died in 1971?

2.	 Which town lies half way between 
Cudal and Forbes?

3.	 Charles Sturt University will 
establish a campus in which 
town, 800 klms from Broken Hill, 
after signing a memorandum of 
understanding recently?

4.	 In 1863 Bushrangers took over 
which town for three days forcing 
residents and travellers into an 
Inn?

5.	 Bathurst cyclist Mark Renshaw 
will ride for which team in the 
Tour de France?

6.	 How high is the Shrine of 
Remembrance on Memorial Hill in 
Parkes?

7.	 Millthorpe, Barry and Newbridge 
are all part of which local 
Government area?

8.	 Which Gold Mining town had 28 
recorded pubs in the late 1800s?

9.	 The Wolgan, Colo and Capertee 
Rivers all flow through which 
National Park?

10.	What species of fish are 
commonly caught by anglers at 
Oberon Dam?
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Over the last two years there has been a flood of calls for an upgrade to the air 
ambulance service in the Central West. We have some of the best staff and medical 
professionals in the state but they are being let down by the Labor Government. 
It was back in 2008 that I first called for a Royal Commission into the service. It was 
evident even then that something had to be done.
Since then the Labor party have watched on as the situation became worse.
Only a Labor Minister could argue that accidents only occur during business hours.
Only a Labor Premier could argue that a fixed wing aircraft can cover the workload west 
of the Blue Mountains.
Only a Labor Prime Minister could break a promise to have the health and hospital 
situation fixed by mid 2009, and still sit back and watch as lives are threatened in 
Western New South Wales.
We know that Western New South Wales has a demand as high, or higher than 
Wollongong and higher demand for a 24 hour helicopter than Canberra or Lismore, all 
of which have the service. 
The calls continue to get louder from inside the community and inside the Coalition for 
a full time medical retrieval service and a better equipped helicopter.
I congratulate those organisations that are joining me in putting pressure on the Labor 
Government and encourage all concerned local residents to continue to demand the 
service we deserve.

Cobby Meeting with members of the Forbes progress society at their homes in Forbes. The group has 
joined in efforts to attract better health facilities to the region, like a 24-hour rescue helicopter.

Health and
Helicopter Update



Ben Chifley Dam outside of Bathurst

Despite a good start to the season and the 
rain gauge finally seeing some action, water 
remains our most precious commodity. 
In the area where serious mining and 
agriculture began - every drop counts. 

Our industries need it, our farmers need it 
and our communities need it. 

The last decade has stretched our resources to the absolute limits 
with a large proportion of the electorate now on some form of 
water restriction.

Think Local. Vote National.

Securing our most 
valuable asset

Recently we finally received some news to smile about. Oberon 
will have a storm water harvesting scheme and Bathurst will 
now recycle some of its grey water from the waste treatment 
plant. These are small steps to solving a much larger problem. In 
recent weeks I have toured Calare’s major water catchments and 
have seen first hand just how desperate things are. More needs 
to be done.   
As a party for Regional Australia, The National party leadership 
are aware of how bad things are and how vital it is to act now. 
The Labor party funnel money into urban strongholds to secure 
more seats and Regional citizens have the right to be upset.

Cobby meets with Bob Wilson at the Oberon Dam

Our Plan for
Regional Australia
	1	 Strong Economic Management by paying off 

Labor’s debt, lowering taxes and putting an end to 
Labor’s reckless spending

	2	 A fair share for Regional Australia with 
guaranteed funding for local services and critical 
infrastructure needs

	3	 Real help with the Cost of living with 
downward pressure on interest rates and a stop to 
Labor’s great big ETS and mining taxes

	4	 Strengthening Communities with practical 
help and real respect for families, seniors and young 
Australians

	5	 A Healthier Regional Australia local hospitals 
run by local hospital boards with targeted funding 
and more health professionals

	6	 21st Century Education a $1 billion regional 
education fund to provide access to quality 
education no matter where you live

	7	 Better Communications through access to new 
technology for all Australians

	8	 Secure National Borders by stopping illegal 
immigration and tightening quarantine

	9	 Protecting the Environment direct action on 
climate change and our natural environment

	10	 Securing our Water Supplies balancing 
conservation and community needs with careful 
planning and wise advice

	11	 A Fair Go for Small Business and regional 
tourism to create jobs and regional prosperity

	12	 Expanding the Transport Network with a safe 
and modern transport system that links the nation

	13	 Cleaner Transport Fuels and energy security 
through wider use and biofuels and LPG

	14	 Securing our Food and Fibre Future to grow 
Australia’s economy and feed the world

	15	 A Fair Go for All Australians and a helping 
hand for seniors, carers and the disadvantaged



Investing in 
our Future	

Disgruntled parents and community members made their way to 
the lawn of Parliament house on the 2nd of June to take part in 
the “Greatest Rip-Off Rally”. A number of schools from the Calare 
electorate were represented with the P & C of Tottenham Central 
School featuring on the day. A replica of the Tottenham canteen 
was built on the lawn of parliament to show the outrageous waste 
of tax payer funds. Representatives of Tottenham Central and 
other schools in Calare have spoken recently with the Building the 
Education Revolution taskforce as the scope. The hard campaigning 
by the P & C at Tottenham and the Coalition has forced Labor to 
suspend some payments in Tottenham until a thorough investigation 
can take place.

The Regional Education Fund is designed to bridge the gap that has 
emerged between the education available in cities and in Regional 
Australia.
The program will encourage further training and education for our 
wonderful teachers whilst providing them with the facilities and 
environment they deserve.
The Fund will also support capital investment in Regional Universities 
and that means the students and communities in Calare benefit.
To oversee this new direction the Coalition will appoint a 
Parliamentary Secretary for Regional Education and unlike Labor’s 
supposed regional appointees, the Coalitions representative will live 
outside the capital cities.
The Coalition will also establish a dedicated regional education unit 
in the Department.
The Coalition has a positive message about our education and will 
back this with positive programs,  not break promises and waste 
enormous sums of money.

Tottenham 
comes
to Town

Cobby attending the “Greatest Rip-Off Rally” with Tottenham P & C President 
Rick Bennett, Coalition Leader Tony Abbott and
Shadow Minister for Education Christopher Pyne

The Coalition recently announced they would be investing 
$1 billion into Regional Education if elected to Government 
to deliver the best possible education to our kids. 

Calare - A Great Place to Live

PARKES	 A Newsletter from the Hon. John Cobb MP
Shadow Minister for Agriculture, Food Security, Fisheries and Forestry

POP QUIZ
ANSWERS

1. Banjo Patterson and Kenneth Slessor. 
2. Eugowra. 3. Parkes. 4. Canowindra. 
5. Columbia HTC. 6. 35 metres. 7. 
Blayney. 8. Hill End. 9. Wollemi. 10. 
Brown and Rainbow Trout.

1.	 Which two Australian poets were 
born in Orange, one who died in 
1941 and one who died in 1971?

2.	 Which town lies half way between 
Cudal and Forbes?

3.	 Charles Sturt University will 
establish a campus in which 
town, 800 klms from Broken Hill, 
after signing a memorandum of 
understanding recently?

4.	 In 1863 Bushrangers took over 
which town for three days forcing 
residents and travellers into an 
Inn?

5.	 Bathurst cyclist Mark Renshaw 
will ride for which team in the 
Tour de France?

6.	 How high is the Shrine of 
Remembrance on Memorial Hill in 
Parkes?

7.	 Millthorpe, Barry and Newbridge 
are all part of which local 
Government area?

8.	 Which Gold Mining town had 28 
recorded pubs in the late 1800s?

9.	 The Wolgan, Colo and Capertee 
Rivers all flow through which 
National Park?

10.	What species of fish are 
commonly caught by anglers at 
Oberon Dam?
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Over the last two years there has been a flood of calls for an upgrade to the air 
ambulance service in the Central West. We have some of the best staff and medical 
professionals in the state but they are being let down by the Labor Government. 
It was back in 2008 that I first called for a Royal Commission into the service. It was 
evident even then that something had to be done.
Since then the Labor party have watched on as the situation became worse.
Only a Labor Minister could argue that accidents only occur during business hours.
Only a Labor Premier could argue that a fixed wing aircraft can cover the workload west 
of the Blue Mountains.
Only a Labor Prime Minister could break a promise to have the health and hospital 
situation fixed by mid 2009, and still sit back and watch as lives are threatened in 
Western New South Wales.
We know that Western New South Wales has a demand as high, or higher than 
Wollongong and higher demand for a 24 hour helicopter than Canberra or Lismore, all 
of which have the service. 
The calls continue to get louder from inside the community and inside the Coalition for 
a full time medical retrieval service and a better equipped helicopter.
I congratulate those organisations that are joining me in putting pressure on the Labor 
Government and encourage all concerned local residents to continue to demand the 
service we deserve.

Cobby Meeting with members of the Forbes progress society at their homes in Forbes. The group has 
joined in efforts to attract better health facilities to the region, like a 24-hour rescue helicopter.

Health and
Helicopter Update



Ben Chifley Dam outside of Bathurst

Despite a good start to the season and the 
rain gauge finally seeing some action, water 
remains our most precious commodity. 
In the area where serious mining and 
agriculture began - every drop counts. 

Our industries need it, our farmers need it 
and our communities need it. 

The last decade has stretched our resources to the absolute limits 
with a large proportion of the electorate now on some form of 
water restriction.

Think Local. Vote National.

Securing our most 
valuable asset

Recently we finally received some news to smile about. Oberon 
will have a storm water harvesting scheme and Bathurst will 
now recycle some of its grey water from the waste treatment 
plant. These are small steps to solving a much larger problem. In 
recent weeks I have toured Calare’s major water catchments and 
have seen first hand just how desperate things are. More needs 
to be done.   
As a party for Regional Australia, The National party leadership 
are aware of how bad things are and how vital it is to act now. 
The Labor party funnel money into urban strongholds to secure 
more seats and Regional citizens have the right to be upset.

Cobby meets with Bob Wilson at the Oberon Dam

Our Plan for
Regional Australia
	1	 Strong Economic Management by paying off 

Labor’s debt, lowering taxes and putting an end to 
Labor’s reckless spending

	2	 A fair share for Regional Australia with 
guaranteed funding for local services and critical 
infrastructure needs

	3	 Real help with the Cost of living with 
downward pressure on interest rates and a stop to 
Labor’s great big ETS and mining taxes

	4	 Strengthening Communities with practical 
help and real respect for families, seniors and young 
Australians

	5	 A Healthier Regional Australia local hospitals 
run by local hospital boards with targeted funding 
and more health professionals

	6	 21st Century Education a $1 billion regional 
education fund to provide access to quality 
education no matter where you live

	7	 Better Communications through access to new 
technology for all Australians

	8	 Secure National Borders by stopping illegal 
immigration and tightening quarantine

	9	 Protecting the Environment direct action on 
climate change and our natural environment

	10	 Securing our Water Supplies balancing 
conservation and community needs with careful 
planning and wise advice

	11	 A Fair Go for Small Business and regional 
tourism to create jobs and regional prosperity

	12	 Expanding the Transport Network with a safe 
and modern transport system that links the nation

	13	 Cleaner Transport Fuels and energy security 
through wider use and biofuels and LPG

	14	 Securing our Food and Fibre Future to grow 
Australia’s economy and feed the world

	15	 A Fair Go for All Australians and a helping 
hand for seniors, carers and the disadvantaged


